
MINUTES - TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

TOWN OF BELVIDERE

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

691 Water Street

JUNE 4, 2020

Mayor Kenendy opened the special meeting of the Belvidere Town Council with the Pledge of

Allegiance.  Teresa Yeisley read the following notice in compliance with the Open Public

Meetings Act: In accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, notice of this meeting

was given by way of notice filed with the Star Gazette and/or the Express-Times, filed in the

Municipal Clerk’s Office and posted in Belvidere Town Hall, 691 Water Street, Belvidere NJ. 

This meeting was also advertised on the municipal website as a virtual ZOOM meeting with

instructions to the public for attendance and comment.

Roll Call:

Present - Mayor Kennedy, Councilman Matlock, Councilwoman Miers, Councilwoman

Napolitani, Councilman Roth

Absent - Councilman Mitchell, Councilman Zmigrodski

Mayor Kennedy advised that no decision would be made at this meeting on opening the pool but

there will be discussion on providing possible funding from the Town to the Pool Utility at the

end of year.

Public Comment:

There was no public comment at this time.

New Business:

Belvidere Community Pool

Councilwoman Miers advused that some of the additional expense due to COVID 19 may be

reimbursable by FEMA. A deficit incurred by the pool would need to be covered by the Town in

the current fund.  There was discussion of how many tax points the Council was willing to give

up to fund any deficit. 

Mayor Kennedy advised that expenses will be incurred even if the pool does not open.  There has

been discussion with our CFO and Auditor regarding our financial options.

Councilwoman Napolitani suggested that it may be prudent to make a decision on opening before

we commit to funding and protocols, adding that following a COVID plan may be difficult.

Kevin Benbrook advised that there has been no determination on pool openings from the State as

of yet.  If we don’t open to the public we may want to consider leasing for swim teams and

private events.  This would generate some revenue for the pool.

Mayor Kennedy polled the Council as to their willingness provide financial support to the pool if

necessary.  Following are their responses:

Councilman Roth - not in favor of opening to the public, but if we do open then we need to

support the pool financially.

Councilwoman Miers - should support a pool deficit.

Councilwoman Napolitani - not a good idea to use sewer surplus to support the pool but we have

no choice but to support if the pool opens.  Prefer to just lease to swim teams.

Mayor Kennedy - agree with all and Councilwoman Napolitani not to use sewer utility surplus.

Councilman Roth asked “if the Governor turns this decision over to the municipalities, would

opening require a Council vote?”.  Kevin Benbrook responded “yes”.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers, seconded by Councilwoman Napolitani and

carried to adopt Resolution No. R2020x42.

RESOLUTION NO. R2020x42

TOWN OF BELVIDERE

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION FOR TEMPORARY OUTDOOR SEATING

WHEREAS, since March 15, 2020, restaurants in the Town of Belvidere have been greatly

impacted due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and
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WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order No.  104 which

limited restaurants to providing take-out food only, and on May 22, 2020, Governor Murphy

issued Executive Order No.  148 which increased the limit of outdoor gatherings in New Jersey

to no more than 25 people to prevent the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Belvidere Council wishes to provide some relief to those restaurants

being impacted by COVID-19 by allowing temporary outdoor seating by which patrons may

utilize this seating provided there is social distancing; and

WHEREAS, effective June 4, 2020 through October 31, 2020, all restaurants within the Town

that wish to incorporate the use of outdoor dining must continue to follow the rules and

regulations set forth by Governor Murphy, the Warren County Health Department, as well as all

local, state and federal laws; and

WHEREAS, the total number of seats/customers at one time must not exceed the limits set by

Governor Murphy during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Once all Executive Orders have been lifted,

the total number of seats/customers at one time must not exceed the total permitted restaurant

capacity and must not impede pedestrian circulation, parking, or the public right-of-way; and

WHEREAS, restaurants may display one temporary sign to notify the public of dining options

and restrictions so long as the signage does not interfere with public safety; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Belvidere Council, in the County

of Warren, State of Jersey, hereby approves temporary outdoor seating for all restaurants within

the Town effective June 4, 2020 through October 31, 2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town of Belvidere reserves the right to deny the

relaxation of the Resolution or put in place specific requirements or restrictions in order to

protect the health and safety of the public.

Date: June 4, 2020

Teresa A. Yeisley, RMC/CPM

Municipal Clerk/Administrator

A motion was made by Councilwoman Napolitani to adjourn the meeting of the Belvidere Town

Council at 5:32 PM.

 Respectfully admitted,

Teresa A. Yeisley, RMC/CPM

Municipal Clerk/Administrator  
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